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SUB J : ASSESSMENT OF LEBANESE INTERNAL SITUATION 

REF: A. STATE 185300 B. BEIRUT 10057 

WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO ENGAGING IN ANY EARLY 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH ISRAELI OFFICIALS ABOUT 
THE INTERNAL LEBANESE SITUATION AND PLAN TO DO 
SO NEXT WEEK. CABLES FROM BEIRUT WILL PROVIDE 
VERY USEFUL BASIS FOR OUR DISCUSSIONS. QUESTION 
OF ISRAEL'S RETALIATORY POLICY HAS NOMALLY BEEN 
RAISED IN SUCH EXCHANGES IN PAST, THOUGH WE DOUBT 
UTILITY OF HAMMERING THE ISRAELIS WITH OUR VIEWS 
ON THIS AT THIS TIME WHEN MORE IMPORTANT ISSUES 
ARE AT STAKE AND IN LIGHT OF CONTINUING ISRAELI 
CASUALTIES SUFFERED FROM TERRORIST ATTACKS. 
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